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Looking around the room, one sees things that
are seemingly innocuous. Glittering signage
and men in dramatic poses are among them.
These large-scale portraits of men — including
Prindle himself — depict them shirtless against
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dramatically lit backgrounds. There are even
some photographs of a stranger variety, like
the image of a large outhouse next to a
plethora of images associated with nightclubs.
Another photograph that immediately struck
me appears to be none other than a glory hole
roughly carved through a green wooden door.

“I'd like the viewer to really feel invited by the

context of the images to construct this PAUL PRINDLE

narrative that can be anything and is totally
influenced by the biases and opinions they
have.”

Also by Alex Truong:
Lunar new year celebrates a stubborn ox with stellar food
(January 28, 2009)
Restaurant Week dishes prime romantic dining (January 21,
2009)
Food Network: The yin and yang (January 18, 2009)

| think back to the first image | really paid any
attention to: a disco ball next to a set of
intricate black straps, resembling a weird sort
of harness. This image is placed about three
feet from a similarly sized photograph of a
perfectly framed topless male, bathed in the
pock marks of a disco ball's light. One cannot
help but feel a bit dirty by the purposeful
combination of these two photographs.

Riding the gravy train this season (December 4, 2008)

Campy horror, thy name is Bruce (December 4, 2008)
Related Stories:

Pilobolus fascinates crowd with spectacle (March 2, 2005)

ABC News bans gratuitous replays of Tuesday's crashes

(September 18, 2001)

Sexual stages come full circle (April 12, 2007)

“That's actually a sex swing,” Prindle Dance group coming to Union (March 11, 2005)
explained. “I think this is definitely a Madison's own Cougar delivers dynamic, fun listening
performance, and it's a performance that experience (January 20, 2006)
requires the viewer.” Clearly, the right effect Share This:
was elicited. digg this

B Facebook

Most of the photographs have a risqué
connotation, and a few prominently foreground
issues of homosexuality. However, shock w" delicious

c.“l‘.} Stumble Upon

value isn’t the show’s only asset, and it is %d Reddit

almost camouflaged among the images with a Vote now!

more innocent initial appearance. The Badger Herald's ArtsEtc. needs youl

We discussed his other work, and Prindle THE OSCARS Feb 22 2009

Who do you think will win? Vote now!

described his interest in spaces and more

specifically, how cultures and subcultures
construct and inhabit their spaces. His work involves cataloging this process in order to achieve
something larger.

“I don't think you have a narrative with just a straight shot or a really classical portrait,” Prindle said.
“I'm more interested in the indexing of humanity through the remains of some event and creating a
narrative through the suggestion of that event.”
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This narrative, at one point, takes the shape of a finely focused close-up of a discarded condom
wrapper in the forest. Apparently, this forest is somewhat notorious for hosting many impromptu
casual encounters between anonymous young men. Another image shows a pair of tight-fitting blue
men’s underwear, soiled and defiled in the woods.

“I love that,” Prindle said, “it's so nasty, and yet there’s this great story behind it that can really be
anything the viewer wants.”

Altogether, “Proscenium” is thought-provoking, funny and, above all, done with commitment. There’s
a real honesty that comes when artists do what truly interests them, and Prindle’s passion for his
work comes to the forefront in this exhibit.

More about the artist and his photographs can be found at www.paulbakerprindle.com. “Proscenium”
continues in Sterling Hall through Friday.
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